
 
 
 
 

 
  

         
              

           
The cherry trees flowered beautifully this year, and we had a lovely picnic lunch under them with friends 
from Aidan’s school. The flowers lasted as usual only a few days before the rain knocked the petals to 
the ground. “…The flowers fall but the Word of the Lord stands forever!” I wrote a piece about cherry 
blossoms that I hope to play for you when we are back in town!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I (Roger) travelled to the Nagoya area (7 hour drive south) for 9 days supporting the work of churches 
and a Christian school by doing concerts and talking about the gospel. On a small electronic organ at 
Yokkaichi Church, I gave a concert entitled the "Heart of Bach," looking at the spiritual heart of Bach 
through his music. The room was packed! Over 300 adults came, not including children, filling every 
seat, standing all around the back, standing in a "cry room" for babies upstairs, and lining the staircase 
all the way down to the lobby just to hear the concert through the ceiling speakers. I am continually 
amazed at how effectively music attracts people into the church. 
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Dear Friends,                                                                                                                                     May 2008 

Suzuka Church – This is the typical size of 
a Japanese church 

International Christian Academy of 
Nagoya students and teachers listen 
to a presentation on music and the 

gospel at Nissin Church 
 

Pastor and helpers at Yokkaichi 
Church in Nagoya 

 

Left: Yoshimi, Yuu, Abi, 
and Roger performing at 
Chiba Rehabilitation 
Center 
 
Right: Shiho Shirai, the 
daughter of Suzuka 
Church’s pastor, having 
fun with shells during a 
break between outreach 
events 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upper left: Wednesday morning Concert of Prayer (monthly 4 hour prayer time) with students from our 
school CCSI, Christian Covenant School International, and the short-term team 180º 
Upper middle: 180º, a group of 20 kids ages 14-21, came from the Philippines April 21-28 to help support 
church planting in Japan through concerts and cultural presentations. Abi was responsible for planning 
their activities in Japan, and her aunt, Ramona Simons, founded and directs the group as a missionary 
in the Philippines. This concert is at a nearby kindergarten. God used them mightily to reach Japanese 
with the gospel. 
Lower middle: 180º held an event for moms and kids at our church plant, Oyumino Alive! It was a great 
way to bring people in from the community. Many of Aidan’s kindergarten friends and their moms 
came. Praise God that some of them are planning to continue studying the Bible twice a month with 
two Christian ladies in the church! 
Lower left: The “Dream Team” meets to pray for and help facilitate a church planting movement in 
Tokyo in conjunction with New York City’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church. The Japanese man on the 
lower left will be the first church planter. We will have a lot more about this project in future letters 
because this is the project we will be coming back to participate in full-time. By God’s leading, we will 
move into the heart of Tokyo and help build the church through the arts. 
 

We are so thankful for all of you! Without your prayers, none of the work here would bring any fruit. But it 
is! Daily we see God working in the lives of Japanese people as they come to realize that perfection in 
their own eyes and those of others is impossible, and yet God has given a free gift of perfect 
acceptance in Him. The results – healing in marriages, healthy open community, joy in present, hope for 
the future – are astounding. Please continue to pray for the work here. 

 

After being approved to become “career 
missionaries,” we met with our team to find out a 
budget to support ourselves and church ministries in 
our future location, downtown Tokyo. The amount is 
astoundingly high, over twice our current support. 
Please consider increasing your support for this 
venture. 
 

Please pray for our children as they say goodbye to 
their friends and life here and adjust to life in the 
U.S. Aidan keeps listing friends that he wants to take 
on the airplane with him. 
 
 
 

Financial gifts: Mission to the World, P.O. Box 116284, Atlanta, GA 30368-6284, “Lowther #14376” 
rogerlowther@gmail.com    |    missionart.org  **New podcast on Les Miserables!**    |     rogerlowther.blogspot.com 


