
 

 

 

 

 

  

         

              

           

 

We have some big news! Mission to the 

World approved us to return to Japan as 

career missionaries. We love Japan and are 

ready to spend our lives here. 
 

We plan to be back in Memphis by this June 

and want to see you during our year of 

raising the additional support in prayer and 

financial gifts that we need as long-term 

missionaries. Please prayerfully consider 

continuing to support us! We will continue to 

be on support as we work full-time to raise 

the remaining needed during our year in the 

States. 
 

There are different levels to our ministry here. The “big event level” includes concerts/programs 

designed to bring opportunities for fun and an enjoyment of beauty to communities where 

there is a gospel-centered church nearby. These events help to build trust and openness 

between the church and the surrounding community and to give opportunities for artists to 

use their art to heal and point to the great Healer. Here are some examples: 

A big addition to our ministry recently is collaboration with the 

Austrian Ballet Company – Tokyo. Chris and Rio, married and both 

internationally acclaimed professional dancers, started ABC-Tokyo 

and, as Christians, want to see their company used to help and 

heal the city. This group picture with our trio in the middle was 

taken after an event at a new 354 person hall our English school 

rented. Tickets were sold out and people stood in line for 

cancellations. All profits went to support a school for 

elementary school children in a very poor section of 

Bangladesh. Roger also gave a series of three organ concerts 

to help support the Bangladesh school. (Picture to the right) 
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This quote sums up our motivation as artists to do these events: 
 

“In a world that is so obviously not as it ought to be, it is the calling of artists to be agents of a new world, 

[a redeemed world.] Whenever we start to believe that nothing can ever be different, that our homes, 

relationships, careers are basically stuck in a groove and can never change and never will change… 

Whenever we start to believe that the horrors of the world just have to be, the emaciated child 

compelled to beg at a road side, or the prostitute forced to the streets to feed her drug addiction… 

Whenever we start to believe that there can never be anything new under the sun, it’s the artist’s 

calling to make us believe things can be different, that life can be new, that a new world is possible, a 

world that ought to be.” (Jeremy Begbie, International Arts Movement lecture, New York City, 1997) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The community level of our ministry includes smaller groups and meetings to build community, meet 

needs, and share the gospel’s unique message. This ‘group forming’ and ‘being church’ provides a kind 

of open and loving community that seems to be rare in Japanese society. This naturally leads into 

developing some close individual relationships, allowing us to delve deeper into life’s tough questions 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above left: New people continue to come to the Bible study Abi started for moms at Aidan’s 

kindergarten. It’s exciting to see all these women reading and studying the Bible and loving it! One lady, 

Mrs. N, was so excited about the gospel message she said “How are we going to tell all of Oyumino 

about this?”  Several expressed interest in continuing after Abi leaves. 
 

Above right: Three of the ladies in Abi’s English and Bible class seem to want to believe openly, yet 

continue to keep things inside. Pray that God 

would give them the freedom to accept His love.  
 

Lower right: We have grown closer to Mrs. Yoshida 

and her son Yu, a 19 year old saxophonist 

entering a music university. We do our best to 

give Yu as much performance time in our events 

as possible. We will be performing together in our 

Easter children’s concert at a church and a 

children’s hospital. Yu says that our two boys have 

been his healing after losing his father suddenly to 

cancer last year. Pray that he will find his 

Heavenly Father’s love. 

 

 

 

Left: Mrs. Kawanami 

and I after a 

luncheon mini-

concert and 

testimony time in 

Chiba. Right: 

Fellowship after a 

concert at a church 

in Shizuoka. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ministry also includes the level of continuing discipleship of Christians, fellowship, and 

future planning. Here are a few examples of what we are involved in at the moment: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastin makes new friends easily with his infectious 

smile and round blue eyes. He daily shows off his new 

physical accomplishments such as making funny 

faces, sliding across the floor, scaring Daddy, and 

tickling everybody. 

 

I took this picture with my cell phone during a worship 

service at Honda Chapel. We are particularly excited 

about Mrs. M, who joined the group and has started 

bringing her son to church. Her husband now has 

even come to church. It was very exciting to hear his 

thoughts on attending his first Christian worship service 

and opening the Bible for the first time ever! I invited 

him to join my English class, and now we talk about 

the Bible every week. Please pray for this family. 
 

Sitting with our friends from Aidan’s kindergarten 

during an annual school performance.  

A dinner with members of the “Dream Team,” which 

meets to pray for and support a church planting 

movement in center-city Tokyo. A pastor has been 

found and steps are underway to begin a church 

within the year! Abi and I hope to live and work in 

Tokyo alongside this pastor. 
 

Our missionary team spent two full days at “Pray and Plan” 

remembering how God has blessed in the past and 

praying and planning for the future. 
 

Aidan singing in a school choir performance. Aidan has 

now completed his first year of school. We are delighted in 

his ability in Japanese and his love for his Japanese friends. 

 

 



    
COMING UP……COMING UP……COMING UP……COMING UP……    
 

The next few months before we leave will be busy. A crew of cameramen from a Japanese 

Christian television company has started filming our events. They want to do a special national 

broadcast on us and “creative evangelism.”  
 

From April 21-28, we will host a youth missionary team of 20 

from the Philippines to do evangelism through music, 

dance, and drama. (left) 
 

On May 10, we will speak at the Christian Artists Network 

meeting in Tokyo, encouraging Japanese Christians to 

excellence in their art and boldness in their faith. 
 

From May 15-24, the Gospel Voices of Jackson sponsored 

by Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Jackson, Mississippi 

will come again to share the gospel through gospel music 

in all kinds of venues from kindergartens to concert halls. 
 

Abi meets monthly with Asami and Keiko planning the “Gospel Origins Tour.” Japanese 

interested in gospel music will travel to Jackson (MS), Tunica (MS), and Memphis (TN) in 

October 2008 to see and hear black gospel music firsthand in its homeland. Many of the 

members will be not-yet believers. Our hope is to create a deeper understanding of the 

meaning of the gospel words they sing. If you live in one of these towns and are interested in 

having 2 members stay in your home, please let us know! 
 

We are so grateful for your support in prayers and gifts 

that has made our time in Japan possible! As our first three 

year term nears completion and we had to buy plane 

tickets to Atlanta to be approved for long-term service 

not included in our budget, our support account has 

dipped into and out of deficit. Many of you have given 

generous financial gifts that have greatly helped our 

situation. Thank you! Please pray that we will have 

enough to make it through our time in Japan and our 

fund-raising time in the States. Please continue to give as 

you are able! 

 

This month’s funniest stories: 
 

Abi wanted lots of beautiful plants outside. She bought the pots. She bought the plants. She bought the 

soil. She bought the fertilizer. The only thing is…the fertilizer turned out to be not fertilizer at all. It was 

plant killer! We had lots of beautiful flowers….for about one day. Reading Japanese is sometimes tricky! 

 

Roger loves to try new food and is always looking on the menu for something new to taste. A particular 

family-owned restaurant had four different choices of meats. “This one is a little more expensive than 

the rest, so it must be really good,” Roger thought looking at the menu. The meat arrived, and he cut 

into it. Instead of meat though, all he found was fat. He tried again but still found no meat. It was 

nothing but a slab of fat fried in oil. Feeling obligated, he ate the whole thing and felt sick the rest of the 

day. Japanese may consider fat a delicacy, but Roger isn’t so sure. Reading Japanese menus also is 

sometimes tricky. 
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Financial gifts: Mission to the World, P.O. Box 116284, Atlanta, GA 30368-6284, “Lowther #14376” 
 

*Visit our website missionart.org in order to see our newest meditations, podcasts, and spotlight artists! 


