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ñThank you so much for coming back to Japan!ò These words 

have greeted us over and over as we reconnect with people. 

All we can say is ñDonôt thank us, thank our supporters!ò 

What a miracle it was that enabled us to return to Japan! 

On October 27, many of you 

remember we sent an email 

requesting 19 more people at 

$100 per month in order to 

receive permission to buy 

plane tickets. Put in perspec-

tive, most missionaries come 

back from the field for 12 

months to raise that amount 

of support. With little faith it 

was possible, we discussed with 

our mission teaching piano lessons 

to make up the remaining financial 

need, but were turned down. We also discussed living in the sub-

urbs to save money. A missionary from our team urged us to be 

patient and wait. 

God began working, and it took most 

of our time every day to respond to 

the flood (more like tsunami) of 

emails that began pouring in. By Oc-

tober 29, $800 per month had been 

pledged. By November 1, $1,700 per 

month had been pledged. On November 4 (Thanks to all of you!) 

our mission agency gave permission to buy the tickets! I have 

never seen support 

come in so fast! Hav-

ing lost some support 

that week, the actual 

total raised was over $2,000 per month in just one 

week! 

The miracle continued. In Japan, a mandatory non-

refundable deposit for rentals in Japan equal to four 

monthsô rent is needed to get an apartment. With a 

rent of  almost $4,000 per month for approximately 

700 square feet, that is $16,000! Within that same 

week, one-time gifts covering this deposit were also 

promised! 

Gero Hot Springs, one of the most beauti-

ful places in Japan, was the location of 

one of our concerts. 

DECEMBER 2009  

Koko with baby Coen and other children 

during a ñWelcome Back Partyò with 

our friends from Aidanôs kindergarten. 

Concert at Furukawa Church...one of 

five we gave that weekend! 

Typical Japanese countryside with rice 

fields and misty mountains seen on our 

drive to Kamioka for a concert. 

Pastor 

Moteki of 

Gero, with a 

congregation 

of about 15 

people, leads 

the only 

church within 

an hour drive 

in any direc-

tion! He must work at a care home for the elderly in 

order to supplement his income. Though encour-

aged so many came to our concert in a public hall, 

he craves help with his ministry and follow-up. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS ! 
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In Him, Roger & Abi & Aidan & Eastin & Coen 

Amazingly, there is more! 

The Sunday before we left 

Memphis, Abi and I gave 

testimonies at a church. Ex-

hausted and overwhelmed by 

the amount of packing re-

maining, I was also troubled 

by an email from our mission 

stating we had only budgeted 

$500 toward shipping and 

had already spent $450. How 

were we going to send our 

other 52 boxes to Japan on only $50? Well, after the worship 

service I was talking with a Fedex pilot and casually asked him 

about inexpensive methods of sending things internationally. I 

never mentioned our need! The next morning I received a call. 

He and his wife had talked and together they decided they would 

like to take care of getting all our boxes to Japan...at no cost to 

us! We couldnôt believe it! 

These miracles have provided for our every financial need in Ja-

pan, but they have also been a huge encouragement to us and to 

all who have heard about them. Writing this newsletter as we 

drive through the Japanese countryside of Gifu Prefecture on the 

way to the first of eight concerts this month, I canôt but help be 

thankful we are here! The first concert is in a rural mountain vil-

lage. The last concert will be next to the Emperorôs Palace in 

Marunouchi, the 

very heart of the 

highest technologi-

cal center in the 

world. O that God 

would bring his gospel of for-

giveness and grace to every 

part of Japan...from the fur-

thest rice field to the heart of 

the largest city on the planet! 

Thank you for being a part of 

this great adventure! 

 

Lunch in Takayamaôs Old Town after a con-

cert. The pastor took us to a gift shop owned 

by a church member. 

Communion service at Grace City 

Church Tokyo, where we will be inti-

mately involved early next year. 

Additional Prayer Requests 
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2) Attitude of thankfulness and patience as we each readjust to the culture and set up life here. Aidan will reenter his pre-
vious kindergarten in preparation for elementary school in Tokyo. Pray for his adjustment to an all-Japanese school day. 

3) For God to provide someone to rent our house in Memphis while we are gone. 

 

Trio Ray (Roger, Abi, Yoshimi) eating break-

fast in a Japanese-style hotel before heading 

off to another concert. Below, welcome board 

for us outside the hotel. 


