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Worship & the Arts

Paul Nethercott has
been a member of
TEAM Japan since
1987. Paul is the
Director of CAN (Chris-
tians in the Arts Net-
work). Paul’s ministry
focus is on training,
equipping and em-
powering leaders. He
is involved in church
planting, Member
Care & Development
and teaches at (LTC
(Christian Leadership
Training Center). His
interests include ten-
nis, walking, playing
guitar and reading.

36 Japan Harvest

The Arts in Mission:
From Peru to Japan

Roger and Abi Lowther are talented and
gifred arises, but whar really counts is their
Fredrt _,|"E-'r Croed i their sincere desive to ioe
Sapancse come to know Chrise. Tn their role
ar misstonal artises o fapan, empowered to
fige J'Jrl'r.r'rg.fﬁ:: dand abilittes within e contest
of a church planting team, they uve made
a significant consribmtion to building iy the
chuereli, We can learn much frem them and
howe Mission to the World has wisely created
a “space” for them, so [ have asked Roger to
wrire the Worship avd Arts n’rp.rmmrmﬁ:-r
this fssue of Japan Harves.

—Pawi Nethercots, Auguse 2008

Monica Ghali,
a young
missionary in
Peru, wanted
to tell the
street children
around her
that God loved
them. An eye-
sore nfﬁn:ppr;d
O, FLET-00VET,
warter-stained bus tickets littered the streets
of Lima, so she asked neighbors and friends
to help collect them for her. When ques-
tioned why. she replied, “T want to take
that which has no value in the eyes of the
world and give it value. | want to take thar
which is ugly and make it beautiful.” Using
her artistic training, she arranged the dck-
cts into a collage of great beauty and worth.
As Monica and the children continued o
work and build relationships with each
other, they “fleshed out”™ the tremendous
beauty and value they have before God.
Joel Klepac, missionary with Word Made
Flesh, finds art 1o be essential 1w the way he
hailds the church in Galati, Romania. Us-
il'lg sand, r;lny. paint, and a r.n]r'riar.! of other
materials, Joel develops community among
street children and children at risk, givin

them hope in life. With the children, Jocl

made a movie about two apple seads thar
were thrown away bur eventually grew into
a full and vibranr tree thar produced fruit
of is own. It had rremendous impact on
these kids as they realized God saw them as
those apple seeds, redeemed from a broken
world and given the ability 1o fourish. This
project brought these kids into Christian
community and into nearby churches,
harah Lance
works through
the arts to build
the church in o
Calcutta, India. [}
As an artise, L
Sarah saw the
rremendous val- T “
ue of old picces X 1
of sari consid- i\
cred worthless 5
as clothes, She / ,
taLght women
who had been caught in the sex trade how
o cur and sew sari pieces into beautiful wall
hangings, bags, and other goods to be sold
abroad. Mow these women are given wages,
retirement, and medical care in order o
make art. At the same time they are given
the Word of God through church ser-
vices and Bible studies, The art of making
these goods along with Sarah’s friendship
“speaks” the gospel to these women. Previ-
ously cut off in their sin, now they have
been redeemed into beauriful creations in
the hands of the grear Artist, who came 1o
cleanse them from their sins. These women
have gradually come to see their beaury
in the cyes of God through every knot
stitched.

Japan can be a graceless and hard sociery,
yet art through the gospel can enable the
formation of freedom-filled COMmMmunity.
Through the evangelistic concerts of a black
gospel choir from Jackson, Mississippi,

(b ] | I:EIF-FI-L'H]'I-]L' have joined gnﬁrurl choirs,

English classes, and Bible studics in the To
kyo area and are now hearing the Scriprures
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preached every week. After Mrs, seen, and felr through stories like Rirger Lowther, missionary through

M inin.;_'d 1 choir, she r:_'_!;l.|.|.|r- these 1|_'|_H':al;{'ni in fmany |'l]:l'.'r.'~i of the arts with Mistion o the World,

ly brought her son wo church. Her the world! Have you invited artists  fas been serving in fapan with bis
hushand soon followed. I was ex to be part of your church planting  wife Abs and nvo small bays since
citing to hear his 1h.l!'l.l1l:hh upon at team? Do yvou also have grear stories 20615, You can fearn more abont
tending a Christian worship service  of the role of the arts in missions? them ard their ministry through their
and opening the Bible for the first | would love to hear about them! website wivte missionart.ong

time ever! | invited the husband PMlease write me an e-mail addressed

1o join my English class, where we 1o rogedowther@gmail.com.

:.lllt_u_| .4|.14 ALl |:|||_-
Rible ENETY wieek,
-||!i1|:-||:_r||..|l:!_'~.l ‘
amd |!'-|.'.|'.|I:.' (111
the arts, Japanese
come to know
the ::_:lr-.]'u'l MES-
\.l;_'\].' Wil ||'l|!_':'|i."
ness and grace
and people are
|||n|,'.:_1]1| inmo the
church.

In Peru
Romania, India,
and Japan, the
arts help to flesh
out and express
"-I-III' "'-I"a':III;.'..
The :-'-“"E“‘II i%

being heard.

Y The third evangelism tool now available!!
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First. Manga Messiah,
then Manga Matamorphosis
was published and now

Manga Mutiny is here!

mass diskibulion Mutiny Is avallable at the following
mnmmm League, Japan only:
1 cartan, 48 copies: 20,000 yen, including shipping to ampwherne within Japan
2 cartons, 96 copies: 38,000 yen including shipping
For larger volumes, please contact us for even lower prices
Available in bookstores, published by the Japan Bible Society, for 1050 yen per copy.

Available in bulk from:

New Life League, Japan BRI Grrrram
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